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Catalina Island Conservancy Celebrates the Launch of Trekking Catalina
Hosts Groundbreaking for New Hiking Trails and Honors Supervisor Don Knabe
AVALON – The Catalina Island Conservancy broke ground Friday on Trekking Catalina, the most
extensive enhancement of the organization’s hiking trail network since the 2009 opening of the
37.2-mile Trans-Catalina Trail.
It also honored Los Angeles County Fourth District Supervisor Don Knabe for his many
contributions to the Conservancy and the Island during the new trail groundbreaking at
Patrick’s Reservoir, one of the trailheads in Catalina’s wildlands, and a celebratory picnic at
Haypress Recreation Area.
Knabe and his staff have been champions of the Conservancy and Catalina, providing muchneeded funding for numerous projects, including a $1.5 million Proposition A - Los Angeles
County Regional Parks and Open Space grant for Trekking Catalina. The Conservancy’s wildlands
are part of the LA County’s open space and natural areas.
“I have visited Catalina Island for decades, and I was thrilled to be able to help the Conservancy
launch this major expansion of its hiking trails,” said Knabe. “The Conservancy has done an
outstanding job of protecting and restoring the Island, while also ensuring the public could
experience and explore Catalina—California’s only accessible destination island. With Trekking
Catalina, the Conservancy will create a world-class hiking experience on Catalina.”
Tony Budrovich, the Conservancy’s president and CEO, thanked Knabe for his support and said
Trekking Catalina will be a substantial improvement to Catalina’s hiking trails.
“Supervisor Knabe and his staff have been among the strongest supporters of the Conservancy
and Catalina,” said Budrovich. “With their help, Trekking Catalina will be a sustainable and
environmentally sound way to expand hiking opportunities on the Island and to encourage
people to see California beautiful as it once was – wild, open and free of development.”

The Conservancy is committed to providing nature-based recreational activities on Catalina
Island, and Trekking Catalina will expand those opportunities by creating 26.7 miles of newly
developed hiking trails on the Island. It will minimize the impact on the land by upgrading and
consolidating “social trails,” which are unofficial trails created by wildlife and the foot traffic of
campers and other users over time.
The Conservancy also will install sustainable restrooms that will meet the need for clean and
odor-free facilities to improve the hiking experience and help to protect the environment. In
addition, the Conservancy will install new signage to make it easier for hikers to find their way
around the Island. Some of the trail expansion work will be performed by the Conservation
Corps of Long Beach (CCLB) to fulfill Prop A youth employment goals. Through CCLB’s
participation, Avalon youth will also have opportunities to work on the trail project so they can
gain work experience in construction and conservation.
The groundbreaking for Trekking Catalina is another major milestone in IMAGINE CATALINA,
the Conservancy’s long-range strategic vision and master plan. The groundbreaking comes just
four months after the Conservancy began construction of its new visitors’ center, The Trailhead,
in Avalon, another major component of IMAGINE CATALINA.
About the Conservancy
Formed in 1972, the Catalina Island Conservancy is one of California's oldest land trusts. Its mission is to
be a responsible steward of its lands through a balance of conservation, education and recreation.
Through its ongoing efforts, the Conservancy protects the magnificent natural and cultural heritage of
Santa Catalina Island, stewarding approximately 42,000 acres of land and more than 60 miles of rugged
shoreline. It provides an airport and 50 miles of biking and nearly 150 miles of hiking opportunities
within its road and trail system. The Conservancy conducts educational outreach through two nature
centers, its Wrigley Memorial & Botanic Garden and guided experiences in the Island’s rugged interior.
Twenty miles from the mainland, the Island is a treasure trove of historical and archaeological sites. It
also contains numerous rare and endangered animals and plants. The Island is home to 60 species – and
counting – that are found only on Catalina. For additional information, please visit
www.catalinaconservancy.org.

